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the exact researches made upon variations, hybrids and mutations, which began to put an end to the unworthy state of zoology which we have described. If we turn once more to our central thesis, the position of Vitalism in the light of the sciences in general, it is clear that the attitude of the representatives of the scientific spirit of the last generation will be one of absolute negation. There was no place in the chance-theory for a deeper interpretation of the forms of life even in a merely static-teleological sense.
We will indicate the attitude of that period to Vitalism by means of two examples ; the views, namely, of two of the best thinkers of the age whose positive scientific achievements, in spite of their subservience to the ruling tendency, are certain of a fame which will last through generations. If we find the statements even of such writers astonishingly hasty and superficial, we shall be forgiven for passing over in silence the great mass of contemporary deliverances on the question of the independence of vital events.
Emil du Bois-Eeymond dedicated to the refutation of Vitalism the greater part of the Introduction to the first volume of his Untersuchungen uber tierische Mektrizitat (Berlin, 1848).
He is entirely caught in the trammels of mechanical Physics. It is from this dogmatism that later his famous " Ignorabimus" sprang, his assertion, namely, that man would never be able to grasp " how matter could think " : a problem which a real critique of knowledge simply solves by the consideration that " matter " does not " think."